
 
 
Among the benefits technology brings, what risks should accountants consider? Join us to talk about 
how the future poses risks to your workforce and how to navigate external factors like Brexit. 
 

Roadshow: Edinburgh - Risk 
 

• Audit – quality and current standard; what will happen next and the impact that recent scandals 
may have had; likely result of current reviews  

• Digital disruption – Keeping up with automation, increased cyber threats and new tech 

• MTD – digitisation; winners and losers; teething problems and reducing risk for clients  

• Geopolitical and external factors – Brexit, economic uncertainty, new regulation   

1300 Registration and light lunch 
 

1400 Panel 1 – How Technology will Transform the Audit Process and Accountancy 
Function in the Future 
 

• How digital transformation is changing the finance function as a whole?  
• How will accountancy evolve in the next 5-10 years?  
• How can technology help audit become more reliable and transparent? 

 
Moderator: Beth McLoughlin, Managing Editor, Accountancy Age 
 
Speakers:  

• Prof. Christopher Humphrey, Accounting and Finance, Manchester 
Business School, Advisory Board Member, “The Brydon Review”, Sir 
Donald Brydon’s Review into the Quality and Effectiveness of the UK 
Audit Market 

• Paul Copland, Head of Audit, EY 
• William Cheverton, FD Transformation, Experian 
• Martin Sanders, Sheffield University  
• Michelle Mullen, Executive Director for Standards, ICAS 
• Catherine Burnet, Audit Partner & Regional Chair, Scotland, KPMG 

1445 Coffee break and networking 
 

1505 Roundtables 
 

1. Managing technological disruption: How has this affected your 
workforce? What is best practice when it comes to implementing change? 

Chair:  Damian Knowles, IBM 
 

2. Tackling “the expectation gap” in the UK audit market: What do the 
public and other stakeholders expect audits to achieve? How can the gap 
be met? 
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3. Modulr – Beyond traditional accountancy: How the automation economy 

will transform your business to enable increased advisory services 
Chair: Tom Kelly, Account Direct, Modulr 

4. Ensuing the health of your business – How to manage and adapt to 
change so that you thrive instead of merely survive 

 

1605 Coffee break and networking 
 

1620 Panel 2 – Future proofing your business 
 
How to navigate challenges and an unprecedented pace of change, including: 
 

• Cashflow and work flows, particularly at key times of the year; 

• External/political threats including Brexit; 

• Digital disruption including cyber threats; 

• Regulatory changes such as MTD; 

• Attracting talent including a younger workforce to Scotland  
 
Moderator: Beth McLoughlin, Managing Editor, Accountancy Age 
 
Speakers:  

• Craig Vickery, Head (Scotland), ACCA 
• Damian Knowles, IBM 

1705 Drinks  
 

1800 End of event  
 

 
 
 


